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Community Council Meeting Minutes 

Date: 9 February 2026 

Location: Gifford Bowls Club 

Chair: Adam White 

Attendees: Adam White (Chair), Anne Stunzner, Richard Austin, Wendy Ferguson, Nev 

Kilkenny, Alan Fortune, Paul Smith, Josh Farrell, Richard Austin. 

Councillor Tom Trotter, Councillor George McGuire. Councillor Shamin Akhtar. and several 

residents.  

Apologies:  Eleanor Hume, Nicola Clayson, Cr John McMillan. 

1. Approval of Previous Minutes 
The previous minutes were approved. The Chair noted responsibility for any technical 

errors in the previous document. Richard provided an update on Newlands Hill, confirming 

that all individuals who submitted comments should have received an email from the DPA. 

The next public inquiry is scheduled for 6 March, with recommendations expected to go to 

the Scottish Government thereafter. 

2. Renewable Energy Projects 
Discussion focused on the community’s mandate for negotiations. Concerns were raised 

about whether the community had been adequately consulted. The Chair clarified that the 

community had been informed of the deal but not involved in negotiation. Feedback from 

earlier consultations showed a strong preference for bill reduction, reflecting high energy 

costs. The importance of finalising the Memorandum of Understanding to secure 

community contributions was emphasised. 

3. Airfield Memorial Plaque 
The owner of the field where the memorial plaque is proposed was present. Placement was 

agreed in principle, with further details to be confirmed. 

4. Premier Store Concerns 
Significant concerns were raised regarding the Premier Store, including out-of-date 

products, poor stock quality, lack of visible improvement since the licence was reinstated, 

condition of the premises, and compliance with licensing requirements. Community 
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members have undertaken a Tamil-language Facebook survey to better understand local 

needs. 

5. Police Report 
A brief police update was provided, with no significant recent activity reported. 

6. Community Woodland and Local Projects 
Updates included upcoming planting days for the nursery woodland, path diversions during 

core path works, ongoing forestry works, need for structural surveys on older bridges, and 

progress on community initiatives such as Soup in a Smile, Coffee with Dogs, and the 

community kitchen. 

7. Casework and Social Support 
Councillors reported ongoing casework, including housing adaptations and social care 

support for older residents. 

8. Parking Charges Consultation 
The Chair expressed frustration with the council’s approach to parking-charge 

consultations. Councillors clarified that no final decision has been made, and a detailed 

report is still to come. Discussion covered traffic management, enforcement challenges, and 

fairness of charging ordinary motorists for systemic enforcement failures. 

9. Internal Reports 
All community defibrillators are now active on the national circuit. Road works and street-

lighting issues continue, with some improvements noted. 

10. Flood Risk Management 
The Phase One consultation is underway, and community input is encouraged. Potential 

long-term impacts of flooding in Musselburgh (projected to 2100) were discussed. 

11. Volunteer Recognition 
The Council acknowledged the ongoing efforts of volunteers who pick up litter and clean 

street signs. Options for formal recognition will be explored. 

12. Action Items 
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Action Responsibility Status 
Speak to Cr John about formally recognizing 
roadside rubbish collection volunteers and report 
back. 

Chair  

Coordinate/support a letter to Premier head office 
regarding concerns about the village store. 
 

Secretary Completed 

Attend meeting with CC members to follow up on 
Premier store issues and support relationship-
building with store manager/agent. 
 

  

Circulate Flood Risk Management Phase One 
consultation materials and encourage community 
responses. 

  

Raise Premier store concerns regarding 
licensing/trading standards and seek enforcement 
options and coordinate collection of photographic 
evidence and submit to council officers. 
 

  

Prepare budget recommendation for new LED 
Christmas tree lights (£1,000–£2,000) and submit to 
Yester Estate. 
 

Treasurer  

Schedule and announce community planting days 
and share path-works information. 
 

  

Post DPA letter about Newlands Hill inquiry to the 
Community Council Facebook page. 
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