
Minutes of the Gifford Community Council Meeting held
on 8th March 2021 via Zoom
Participating
Adam White (Chair)
Wendy Ferguson
David Griffiths

Ishbel Benzie
Hugh Broad
Richard Austin
Eleanor Hulme

In Attendance
Councillor Shamin Akhtar
Councillor Tom Trotter 
Councillor Craig Hoy

Councillor John McMillan

Apologies
Andrew Hamilton
Mark Hardy
PC Colin Boyd

1
Minutes of Previous Meeting

The meeting approved the minutes of the meeting of the 8th February (Approved by Richard & Eleanor).
2
Matters Arising
2.1
It was decided to have a general Q & A organised through the Association of Community Councils to highlight any planning questions that members had. Wendy has drawn up a list of questions which have now been passed to Caitlin at East Lothian Council. Adam will ask Caitlin for an update for the next meeting. 





ACTION: AW
2.2 
Alan Stubbs from the Roads Department has got back to us about the road marking on the junction of Station Road and Tweeddale Avenue. Unfortunately, the work that the team were doing in North Berwick took longer than expected and they were only able to do the disabled bay in the village. Alan will get them back as soon as possible to finish the lining of Station Road and Tweeddale Avenue. Adam will get an update for the next meeting. 
ACTION: AW
2.3 
Alan also responded about restrictions to parking on the verges at Hopes Reservoir. He said that the placing of artefacts in the road boundary is not permissible without consent. He said he would again advise the landowner that he must seek permission to do so.  He also noted that this matter is being addressed with senior officers and Councillors. 
2.4.1
We are no further forward with traffic calming. Councillor Akhtar called AG Thomsons on the day of our last meeting and went over the need for them to request the permits from ELC.  Since then, Mark has not had any response from them.  He has e-mailed again but no response.  He has also contacted Eleni Gigourtaki at ELC Roads and she has confirmed that AG Thomsons have not been in touch with them.  Mark is dumbfounded by the lack of response from AG Thomsons and this causes an issue in that they were the only company out of 4 that provided us with a reasonable quote for the work.  They seem not to respond to either e-mail or phone.  Mark could ask Marshall Greenshields for the name of some other companies and re-quote for the work.
2.4.2
An additional factor is that we are needing the new lighting completed on Duns Road before the speed cushions can be installed.  Only a few of these lights have been done and Glen Kane has only given assurances that they will be done prior to the end of the financial year.  Given these two issues we will not have the cushions completed by the end of this financial year.  Mark has checked the paperwork that we got from the local area partnership and it does not specify that money has to be spent in this financial year.  He thinks that we have already received the funds but Wendy will be able to confirm this.  The paperwork does say that if there are any significant changes to the proposal then the Area manager has to be informed, and if there are any unspent funds then they need returned to the area partnership.  However, Mark does not think at this stage either of these are relevant as we are actively trying to complete the project. Councillor Akhtar has followed these points up with ELC and AG Thomsons and has had assurances that the work will be progressed. 

ACTION: SA 
2.4.3
We have received a concern that maybe the proposed Traffic Calming is no longer relevant as the speed in the village has been reduced to 20mph. Adam sought the advice of the police with this and “In my view, anything that contributes to forcing a vehicle to slow down in a built- up area is a good idea. Where you would wish to site this would be a matter for your members or local residents. Yes, we have the 20 mph limit, however these are only temporary orders and will no doubt be reviewed at some point.

2.5 
The Edinburgh Road Speed Monitor has now been fixed. See 4.1.1.4.
2.6
The dangers of the narrowness of the footpath on the bridge on Edinburgh Road have been discussed with the Police, Councillors and Alan Stubbs. Alan has concerns that the proposals would require significant investment and therefore it is important that the limited roads budget is invested where it is most needed. However, he will be happy to meet when we can to arrange a site meeting with appropriate officers and the Community to discuss. Councillor Hoy is following this up with Alan Stubbs.




ACTION: CH
2.7
Alan Stubbs has discussed with the appropriate service area the issue of the number of wheelie bins on the pavement in the Main Street. He will raise this with them again. 
2.8
A small group of volunteers have removed the barbed wire from the Bleachfield. Andrew kindly kept the wire in temporary storage. Bruce Allison has arranged the uplift.

2.9 
Wendy reported on progress that had been made with additional graveyard space. She has arranged a ‘Zoom’ call with the relevant people.




ACTION: WF
2.10 
Andrew will report on progress with the Defibrillator training at the next meeting. A question was also asked about the other Defibrillator, which was due to be funded by Yester Estate. 









ACTION: AH
2.11 
Hugh has reviewed the lighting arrangement at the Church and feels it would be inappropriate to interfere with the work that the electrician has done.

3
External Reports
3.1
Police: 
3.1.1
PC Colin Boyd has highlighted that the dividing line crossing the bridge on Edinburgh Road is almost non-existent, there are no signs showing where the 30mph begins heading West of the village and the rumble strips to the East of the village on the Duns road have worn away. Alan Stubbs has said that he will look into these issues and look to include them as part of the programme for later this year.
3.1.2
Detailed below are extracts from the Police Report for Gifford CC:
3.1.3
With regard to anti-social behaviour, Regular patrols have been carried out by both police and community wardens in the local area. Given recent changes to restrictions a small number of calls have been made in relation to possible breaches of COVID regulations. On all occasions officers have attended and provided suitable advice.

3.1.4
Speeding and inconsiderate parking were highlighted as a CAPP priority over the period. As a result, a heavy police presence was in the village. Officers carried out real time speed checks and deployed the cardboard cops on numerous occasions. A number of vehicles were warned in line with Lord Advocates guidelines. 

3.1.5
Officers continued to carry out checks in the area in relation to dangerous/inconsiderate parking. Warning letters have been placed upon the windows of a number of vehicles. 

3.1.6
Adam attended the last CAPP meeting and the next one will be held on 12th April at 1830 via Microsoft Teams.

3.2
East Lothian Council:

3.2.1
Councillors Akhtar, Trotter, McMillan and Hoy reported on the following issues and encouraged anyone who would further information about any of these initiatives to contact them direct. They also congratulated the Community Council for developing excellent working relationships with officials of East Lothian Council. 
3.2.2
The Council Tax has been frozen although significant pressure points exist with Social Work and Children’s Wellbeing.
3.2.3
ELC has an established Community Intervention Fund within its Capital Programme.
3.2.4
The Council also has a Discretionary Fund available for supporting local businesses. These initiatives are seen as part of the promotion of the Rural Economy.

3.2.5
ELC has a policy for removing any unsafe play equipment from play parks and replacing them when available. This has been the case in the play park in the Bleachfield.

3.2.6
Councillors were pleased to support the Gifford Community Woodland with their recent request for grant funding. 


3.3
Community Woodland
3.3.1
Tree safety work should be completed this week, just in time for nesting bird season. 

3.3.2
We are hoping to start volunteering events as soon as guidance allows us to.
4
Internal Reports
4.1
Roads, Lighting, Drains and Signs:

4.1.1
Roads: There are a number of potholes within our area that are causing concern and these were also commented on by the Councillors. There are potholes on the country roads in the community as there are in other areas of East Lothian due to winter weather. ELC roads department has been around some of the country roads doing temporary repairs. There are 2 roads that have a lot of potholes that are rough to drive over, between Kidlaw and Long Newton, then near Pishwanton before the entrance to the quarry. The potholes in the village itself are not yet in a serious condition.       

4.1.1.2
Today, the 8th March, the B6355 was shut for work on the road in the Danskin area. The road closure signs appeared in the village. The Community Council had not had a notification with a TRO. In fact, the CC had not received any TRO’s the past year. Councillor McMillan said he would ask the Roads Department why this was.   



ACTION: AM






4.1.1.3
Councillor Trotter investigated the issue about the unsealed area at the end of Park Road, known locally as Maslowski’s Yard. Dave received an email from Alan Stubbs, forwarded by Councillor Trotter, which said that the garage area at the top is Housing, the remainder is Roads. The Roads section has been identified for localised small permanent repairs which will hopefully be undertaken prior to the end of the financial year but if not, early next year.                                                                                                                                            
4.1.1.4
The speed monitor on Edinburgh Road seems to be working most of the time but some of the time, especially later in the afternoon it does not show vehicle speeds. Any further issues will be notified to ELC. 







ACTION: DG
4.1.1.5
The flooded road near Wendy’s house still has road ‘closed signs’ although you can drive through the flood water if you take your time. Wendy said that there were still discussions between ELC and the 2 land owners that the main drain passes through. Tillicoultry Quarries own the fields to one side of the road where it is believed a drain is broken on higher ground that has caused water to come down to the lower ground in a different direction than intended by the drainage system. This, together with blocked silt trap is believed to have contributed to the flood. Tillicoultry’s land agent has committed to repairing anything broken in the drainage system and to keeping the silt traps clear.                                                                                                                 
4.1.1.6
After investigation, ELC have found a problem on the other side of the road, the downward side, the property is owned by a different landowner.  The landowner considers that the flooding has not been caused by him and it is therefore not his responsibility to fix the problem.   Discussions are ongoing to resolve.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                 

4.1.2.1
Street Lights: The new street lights on Duns Road have still not been fully commissioned.  Scottish Power were on site during the week starting 1st  February to put the street pole back in place that was taken out of the ground in mid-November due to a fault. On Monday 8th February, Councillor Akhtar was informed they had completed their work. Dave informed her at our meeting that nothing had been done except putting the pole back. On Thursday 11th February Dave was informed by one of the residences in Duns road that the street light opposite her house was not working. He found there was only one street light working and this was the one on the corner of the Wynd.  The street has been in darkness for 8 days up to the 19th February and during that time there was 7 inches of snow, which made for tricky conditions for pedestrians. Since then, a further 3 new street lamps have been switched on which means that the street is now back to its original 4. Yellow markings have been put on the pavement, which presumably means that the other 7 lamps are to be connected.   











ACTION: SA
4.1.2.2 
Two street lights were reported as faulty, one on the Avenue, the other on the corner of Main Street and Station Road. Both have been fixed. No other faults known.                                                            
4.1.3.1
Drainage. Dave does not know if any drainage gullies have been emptied since the last meeting which includes the one outside the Co-Op. There has been less rain the past month and no water ponding.

4.1.3.2
There was a water leakage reported to Scottish Water on the 27th February in Station Road. This was attended to and fixed at the start of the following week.   

4.1.4
Signs: As reported in the Police Report there is no 30 mph sign at the bridge on Edinburgh Road showing drivers that they are leaving 20 mph area. Nothing else to report on signs.

4.2
Planning 
4.2.1.
Please see attached report for planning applications within and outwith GCC Area
4.2.2
Stonewell, Main Street, Gifford.  A retrospective planning application, 20/01250/P, was submitted in November 2020 covering the repainting of the façade and installation of a TV aerial, however details were missing and hence the application was not validated.  It has since been withdrawn. Amelia Smith (Planning Enforcement Officer) intended serving a Planning Contravention Notice last week, which will provide an additional 21 days for a new retrospective planning application to be submitted.

4.3
Finance: 

4.3.1
There is sufficient funding to cover the soup and a smile service over the next few months and donations have been offered from local residents should additional sums be required.  We continue to retain the funding required to cover the costs of the traffic calming work.  The financial year end is 31 March and accounts will be prepared in April. 

4.4
Website

4.4.1
Ishbel is still to be made an ‘admin’ for the website but Liz continues to add what we request. 

4.4.2
Liz would welcome any suggestions and Dave has been happy to give feedback.

4.4.3
Ishbel is updating ‘Gifford Families’.
4.5
Covid Vaccination Update 

4.5.1.
Please see attached report for the Covid Vaccination Update
4.6
Yester Estate 

4.6.1
Garreth Wood from Yester Estate attended the meeting and he was pleased to give us an update on the things that the Estate are doing within the community. He also reinforced the commitment to continue community events within the village as part of the annual calendar.
4.6.2
Clearing dangerous tress from around Gifford park & surrounding areas to the park

4.6.3
Clearing the fallen trees up on the core path and keeping it safe

4.6.4
Clearing the rubbish bins and poo bins fortnightly

4.6.5
Clearing overhanging branches in Rose Cottage garden

4.6.6
Clearing overhanging branches in Walden Terrace properties

4.6.7
Snow ploughed & salted roads throughout Gifford, in bad wintery periods

5
Resilience Update
5.1
The Soup and a Smile service continues to be appreciated by the c30 residents receiving this. Fish and chips was also delivered at teatime on the last Friday of the month to c40 residents. 

6
Items for Discussion
6.1
Lord Lieutenant’s Representative, Johnny Kinnaird, joined the meeting and gave us an introduction to his role. He told us that they look to the Community Council to put forward names for the garden party and he also explained our role in making detailed Honour nominations to the Lieutenancy for their endorsement. The meeting paid tribute to the retiring Lord Lieutenant, Michael Williams, for all the work he had done.
6.2
It has been suggested that a grant may be available to plant a beech hedge around the Bleachfield. Garreth said that the Estate would be happy to donate their time to planting any hedging. It was decided to set up a small working group to look at the opportunity and Adam would put a group together.






ACTION: AW 
6.3
There is a concern about the condition of the wall at the village end of the Avenue. The meeting was not sure who had responsibility or ownership of the wall and Councillor McMillan said he would find out. Garreth said that they employed two full time stone masons who would be able to assist. 







ACTION: JM
6.4
A question was asked about the planting around the War Memorial. Wendy said she would follow this up and report to the next meeting.




ACTION: WF
6.5
There is a national campaign to plant cherry trees throughout the country to recognise the work done by so many people during the pandemic. The Horticultural Society are going to identify where they would like to see the tree planted. 
6.6
There was concern about the state of the track that runs along the side of one of the Feuar’s fields. It had been suggested that the upkeep of the track could be taken over by the Community Woodland.  It has since transpired that the field is privately owned.

6.7
Councillor Akhtar thanked those involved for the collective effort in pupils returning to school.

6.8
The meeting also wanted to record their thanks to the Community Hospital in Haddington for the excellent and efficient work they have done in making the Covid Vaccination process such a success.

Date of next meeting - 7:30pm on 12th April 2021 via Zoom.

Report to Gifford Community Council 08-03-2021,   Covid-19 Vaccination progress in Lothian Health Board Area
Please use these 2 links to ascertain the daily status of cases and vaccinations, the first link is for Scotland with tabs for health board area statistics. The second is specifically for Lothian Health Board: 

https://public.tableau.com/profile/phs.covid.19#!/vizhome/COVID-19DailyDashboard_15960160643010/Overview
https://www.nhslothian.scot/Coronavirus/Vaccine/Pages/OurProgress.aspx
In summary:  

Lothian Health board area pop 107,000:   242,134 people vaccinated 1st dose, 32%population 

Currently, appointments are going to people in Priority group 6 of JCVI Priority list:

· People aged 16-64 with underlying health conditions: carers and all individuals aged 16 years to 64 years with underlying health conditions which put them at higher risk of serious disease and mortality
· Younger adults in long-stay nursing and residential care settings
· Unpaid carers
Nationally: progress and plans for next groups are following the JCVI guidance: 
1. Residents in a care home for older adults and their carers – completed. 
2. All those 80 years of age and over and frontline health and social care workers – completed. Scotland wide: 5% of over 80s have had 2nd dose
3. all those 75 years of age and over - completed

4. all those 70 years of age and over and clinically extremely vulnerable (shielding) individuals - completed

5. all those 65 years of age and over – completed
6. People aged 16-64 with underlying health conditions (as above) using a modified version of the list used for giving ‘flu vaccinations ie lung conditions, diabetes, cancer, heart disease, renal disease  etc
7. all those 60 -65 years of ager

8. all those 55 years of age and over

9. all those 50 years of age and over etc

The NHS does not provide data on vaccination numbers given at East Lothian Community Hospital, however as a vaccinator I can report that the clinic has over 400 appointments a day. It runs very smoothly and efficiently. All vaccine doses are counted so there is little wasted. Each vaccinator works a shift of 5 hours in the morning (with a 20mins break) and/or 4 hours in the afternoon without a break. Some staff have contracts and others are NHS bank staff. There are some from medical /dental backgrounds. The service manager ensures staffing levels are met.  Everyone seen in the clinics is reminded to continue to follow FACTS after receiving the vaccination. Get vaccinated and join the resistance!

APPLICATIONS WITHIN GCC AREA

	
	Date Validated


	GCC first discussed
	Comments
	Status

	21/00275/P | Erection of shed | 23 Walden Terrace Gifford Haddington EH41 4QP

	05/03/21
	Mar 2021
	Proposed shed is 9m x 6m x 2.5m high.

To be discussed at meeting.
	Recently submitted

	21/00051/P | Extension to house | Quarryford House Yester Gifford East Lothian EH41 4PL


	13/01/21 
	Feb 2021
	No concerns.  Replacement of existing conservatory with orangery.
	Granted

	21/00002/P | Erection of gate | Woodlee Tweeddale Avenue Gifford EH41 4QN


	05/01/21
	Jan 2021
	No concerns.  
	Granted

	20/01371/P | Extension to house and reroofing part of house | Ladywell 2 Duncanlaw Cottages Gifford Haddington EH41 4PQ


	17/12/20
	Jan 2021
	No concerns. Extension to form dining room.
	Granted with conditions

	20/01340/P | Alterations to garage to form a domestic office | Sandyford Cottage Tweeddale Avenue Gifford EH41 4QN


	14/12/20
	Jan 2021
	No concerns.
	Granted

	20/01320/P | Extension to house, formation of hardstanding area and erection of walls and steps | Rowan Cottage Duns Road Gifford East Lothian EH41 4QW

	14/01/21
	Feb 2021
	No concerns.
	Awaiting decision

	20/01265/P | Extension to house to form garage, porch, installation of oil storage tank and formation of hardstanding areas | Highwood Tweeddale Avenue Gifford Haddington East Lothian EH41 4QN

	25/11/20
	Jan 2021
	No concerns.  New garage and relocation of oil tank.
	Granted

	20/01206/LBC | Replacement windows | Slateford House Gifford Haddington East Lothian EH41 4JB

	16/11/20
	Jan 2021
	No concerns
	Granted with conditions


APPLICATIONS OUTWITH GCC AREA

	
	Date Validated


	GCC first discussed
	Comments
	Status

	20/01247/P | Erection of hut and treehouse (Retrospective) | Bolton Muir Wood Gifford East Lothian EH41 4JH

	22/01/21
	Feb 2021
	One of several similar applications for huts in Bolton Muir Wood.  Previous applications have been rejected, but at least one has gone to a Review Body.  Concerns about restricted right of access raised by Nick Morgan (Access Officer).  Comments submitted by Humbie, Saltoun & Bolton CC.
	Awaiting decision

	20/01224/P | Alterations, extensions to agricultural buildings, erection of buildings to form shop (class 1), visitors/conference centre (class 10), auditorium (class 11), cafe (class 3), bar (sui generis), letting bedrooms (class 7), offices/meeting rooms, 6 self contained holiday lets and associated works | Papple Steading Papple Whittingehame East Lothian EH41 4QD

	15/12/20
	Feb 2021
	Emailed Neil Millar (Planning Officer) expressing concern at increased traffic through Gifford.  
	Awaiting decision
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