
Gifford Community Council – Draft Minutes 

Date: 13/04/2026 

 Location: Gifford Village Hall  

Chair: Adam White 

 Secretary: Anne Stunzner 

1. Welcome and Apologies 

The Chair opened the meeting and welcomed all attendees. 

Apologies received from: 

• Nev 

• Paul 

• Richard 

• Cllr John McMillan 

• George (annual leave) 

2. Approval of Previous Minutes 

The minutes of the previous meeting were approved and seconded without amendment. 

3. Matters Arising 

No separate matters arising; all items addressed within agenda topics. 

4. Renewable Energy Projects 

A summary of Richard’s written report was provided: 

4.1 Newlands 

• Pre-examination meeting held in March. 

• Main phase expected to commence 12 October. 

4.2 Dunside Wind Farm 

• Consent granted 24 March. 

4.3 Falago Rig 

• Beneficiaries include the Borders region and Gifford. 

• Richard and the Chair will contact the operator for clarification. 

4.4 Crystal Rig, Glen Burvie, Berwick Bank 

• No further updates. 

5. Graveyard Extension 

Wendy reported: 



• A site meeting planned for April has been postponed due to crops in the field. 

• Work now expected to resume in autumn. 

6. Airfield Memorial Plaque 

• Responsibility sits with Yester Estate. 

• Land closest to the airfield has recently been purchased by the estate. 

7. External Reports 

7.1 Police Report 

• Very little to report. 

7.2 Yester Estate 

• No report submitted. 

7.3 Community Woodland 

• Trustees meeting held; no additional updates. 

8. Councillor’s Report & Public Questions 

8.1 Nursery Placement Concerns 

Several residents raised significant concerns regarding nursery allocations: 

• Local children living within walking distance of Yester Nursery have been refused places. 

• Out-of-catchment children (e.g., Musselburgh, Dunbar, Haddington) have been 
allocated places. 

• Families reported: 

o Increased travel time and fuel costs 

o Reduced working hours 

o Inability to coordinate school/nursery pickups 

o Negative wellbeing impacts on children 

• Residents requested: 

o A policy review 

o Prioritisation based on catchment 

o Opportunity to present to the Education Committee 

Cllr Trotter encouraged residents to email all four ward councillors and committed to raising 
the issue internally. 

8.2 Parking Charges / ELC Policy 

Residents expressed frustration regarding: 

• Lack of clear communication from East Lothian Council 



• Difficulty accessing public feedback records 

• Confusion over the status of proposals 

Cllr Trotter confirmed: 

• No final decision has been made 

• Proposals are still being developed 

• Councillors cannot comment publicly until formal papers are issued 

A request was made for a clear written statement outlining the council’s current position. 

9. Internal Reports 

9.1 Defibrillators 

• Anne has taken over responsibility. 

• Three units in the village; monthly checks to be logged. 

9.2 Roads, Footpaths & Lighting 

• Loose slabs near the school reported. 

• Potholes noted between Yester and Castle Park. 

• No new lighting issues. 

9.3 Planning 

Two applications reviewed: 

1. Installation of two stone flues at Yester 

2. Extension of agricultural building at Yester Estate 

9.4 Treasurer’s Report 

• Year-end balance: [insert amount] 

• Majority of funds allocated to the Smile Group 

• Annual grant expected next month 

9.5 Resilience & Community Support 

• SuperSmile delivered meals to ~20 residents over winter; funding secured for next 
season. 

• Fish & Chips deliveries continue monthly (now £7.50). 

• Lunch Club attendance strong (32 attendees). 

• Coffee with a Dog and Good Companions Junior ongoing. 

10. Correspondence 

10.1 Gifford Road Race – Community Feedback 



Concerns raised regarding: 

• Marshals stopping traffic despite lacking authority 

• Inconsistent police guidance 

• Safety risks 

• Event size exceeding village capacity 

Council to raise concerns with the Safety Advisory Group. 

10.2 Village Hall Committee 

The Village Hall Committee warns it may be forced to close due to lack of volunteers. 

Public meeting: Tuesday 21 April – 7:30pm 

11. Premier Store – Community Survey 

Initial results (50 responses in 24 hours): 

Most-purchased items 

• Milk 

• Bread 

• Alcohol 

• Snacks 

Most-requested improvements 

• Fresh fruit & vegetables 

• Local produce 

• Cleaner environment 

• Improved layout 

Items residents want less of 

• Vapes 

• Fizzy drinks 

• Sweets 

• Out-of-date food 

Survey to remain open for two weeks. 

12. Other Business 

• Delayed fencing and handrail repairs at the park noted. 

• Cricket Club open day upcoming. 

• Positive feedback shared regarding revitalisation of the Tweeddale Arms. 



• Cllr Trotter highlighted the benefits of the East Lothian Boxing Club for local youth. 

13. Date of Next Meeting 

To be confirmed. 

If you’d like, I can also prepare: 

     A version with page numbers, headers, and footers      An action log extracted from the 
minutes           A short public-facing summary for Facebook 

Just tell me what you want next. 

 


