Gifford Community Council
Minutes of Meeting — 10" August 2026 Gifford Bowling Club 7.30pm
1. Attendance and Apologies:
Attendance

e Adam White (Chair), Nicola Clayson, Wendy Ferguson, Alan Fortune; Nev Kilkenny; Cr Tom
Trotter; Cr John McMillan; Cr Shamin Aktar

Apologies:

e Anne Stunzer; Paul Smith; Richard Austin; Cr George McGuire
2. Approval of Previous Minutes
e Minutes approved

3. Project Updates
Renewable Energy — Wind Farm Inquiry

e New grid information provides a final opportunity to opt in to speak or receive updates.
Hearing expected on the 12" October.

Community Benefit — Belltown

e No agreement exists with GCC. If approved, Belltown would follow Scottish Government
guidance (proposal noted: 80% bill reduction within 10 km; remainder to local CCs).

Southside Data Centre

e Objection group active. GCC remains neutral and will signpost information.

4. External Reports
Police & Community Safety

e Reports of offensive weapon, no insurance, dangerous driving. Speeding now a police
priority in Gifford.

Community Woodland

e Annual woodland loop proposed for a children’s Fun Run previous attempt stalled due to
marshal shortage. Equipment available; Parent Council supportive.
e Raise at Parent Council; recruit volunteers; coordinate with woodland trustees

East Lothian Council

e Concerns continue regarding the Premier Store and stock/quality/pricing (especially
fruit/veg) and layout. Shop reports turnover up; bakery/Premier account progressing.

e Follow-up visit to discuss improvements and timelines; report back —



e Upcoming council meeting (Q1 finance; North Berwick parking). Casework ongoing. ASB
reduced; boxing club impact suggested.

5. Internal Reports
Defibrillators (AED)

e Purchase spare pads (V£70; 2-year life) now; battery (¥£170; 4-year life) subject to funds
e Store spares accessibly (e.g., café)
e Register Paul as backup guardian on The Circuit

Roads etc

e Newton Hall cattle grids installed. Landowner considers road private/driveway; walkers
e Refer to Access Officer (Nick) and Local Access Forum/legal for guidance

Planning
e No new applications this month.
Finance

e Complete year-end accounts and send to independent examiner for October AGM.
e Identify and appoint new independent examiner.
e Progress Christmas lights procurement.

Resilience & Community Support
e Monthly fish & chips continuing; Soup & a Smile to resume in autumn; Community Kitchen
meals (£3) and “Tea with the Dog” ongoing.
6. Correspondence
e Beautiful Scotland judging positive; results due September.

e Piping concert fundraiser: Correction — Papple, 12 September, performers Fred Morrison &
lain Speirs.

e SURF Awards open.

e National Emergency Briefing screening: Tue 29 September, Corn Exchange, Haddington.
e East Lothian Visitor Levy consultation closes 18 September.

e Bike racks: chase prior Active Travel request.

7. Any Other Business

e Potential clash: October CC meeting vs wind farm hearing (12 October, 7-9 pm). Consider
rescheduling at September meeting.

e Lamppost removals pending SPEN disconnections.

e Secretary working remotely temporarily.

e “Little library” proposed near proposer’s wall (E500—£600; family to maintain). Fundraising
planned via Flower Show stall.

8. Date of next meeting



e Should be 12 October. To be reviewed



