
Minutes of the Gifford Community Council meeting held
on 9th November 2020 via Zoom
Participating
Adam White (Interim Chair)
Wendy Ferguson
Mark Hardy

David Griffiths
Andrew Hamilton

In Attendance
Councillor Shamin Akhtar
Councillor John McMillan 
Councillor Craig Hoy
Apologies
Councillor Tom Trotter
PC Colin Boyd
Ishbel Benzie

Eric Thomson
1
Minutes of Previous Meeting

This meeting approved the minutes of the meeting of the 12th October (Approved by Mark & Dave).
2
Matters Arising
2.1
Adam has again asked Nick McCormack to find out when Lothian Broadband will be coming on line.  

ACTION: AW
2.2
Grant Talac (Senior Roads Officer) has passed our request to Keith Scott to introduce white access protection lines at the junction of Tweeddale Avenue and Station Road. He suggested the main street parking issues should be referred to the Police. Finally, he is looking into the ‘temporary’ removal of parking bays outside Lewis & Clarke.
2.3
Adam has met with Cameron from Lanterne Rouge café to look at the possibility of using an old phone box as a gallery in the village 

ACTION: AW
2.5
Dave has investigated the issue around the footpaths on Haddington Road. Mrs. Marshall has trimmed back growth that has made the path quite narrow in places on her boundary. There is no specific boundary, ie no hedge or fence between the path and their land. Dave sent the details to Tom Trotter that he had asked for. Dave spoke to him a couple of weeks ago, he had spoken to the person within the Council but he had not heard back from him as to whether there is going to be any work done to up-grade the path along the Marshalls boundary. 










ACTION DG
2.6.1
Adam spoke at the Planning Committee meeting of 3rd November and expressed the Community Council’s concerns at the number of objections to the planning application for a house in the grounds of Garden Cottage. He expressed his concern about the size and height of the proposed building but the application was still approved. Councillor McMillan is going to set up a meeting in the week of 16th November to discuss the application with a briefing from the officers concerned.

2.6.2
Andrew asked Councillor John McMillan a question regarding the apparent inconsistency of a recent ELC Planning Committee decision in Gifford.” In 2012 Councillor Macmillan and his fellow Councillors supported the GCC’s objection to an application for 2 small residential dwellings in the 5 acre garden of Forbes Lodge – the grounds of the objection were mainly over-development. In October 2020 the owners of Garden Cottage were granted planning permission by the ELC planners for a 2 storey dwelling house their garden. The GCC – supported to 19 letters of objection from local residents - objected to the decision, mainly on the grounds of overdevelopment. These local concerns were dismissed overwhelmingly by Councillor Macmillan and others by a vote of 8-3. John, this decision is inconsistent and has been greeted with dismay. Surely we should be able to expect consistency from the East Lothian planning process? Otherwise, what is the point of going to the trouble and expense of objecting ?” Councillor McMillan explained that there were no precedents in planning and he did not think that the objections outweighed any reason for not granting the application.

2.7
Wendy had not had an opportunity to do further research into the opportunity to use fields near the church as graveyard space.

ACTION: WF 

3
External Reports
3.1
Police: 
3.1.1
PC Colin Boyd had reported that speed checks would be continuing and offered the village a Pop-Up Police Station which was welcomed. The following are extracts from this month’s Police report. 
3.1.2
There continues to be reports of anti-social behaviour in and around Yester Primary School. Regular patrols have been carried out by both Police and Community Wardens. 
3.1.3
Officers have been recently carrying out real time speed checks. Six drivers were warned in line with Lord Advocate’s guidelines. Both real time speed checks and the deployment of the cardboard cops will continue. 
3.1.4
On 10/10/20 a male was stopped driving on Duns Road Gifford. The male was found in possession of controlled drugs and was also reported for a number of driving offences.
3.1.5
The CAPP meeting will be held on 16th November at 1930 via Microsoft Teams.

3.2
East Lothian Council:

3.2.1
Councillor Akhtar, Councillor McMillan and Councillor Hoy all gave updates on a variety of issues. These can be summarised below:

3.2.2
There was a general welcome for the efforts that had gone into making sure that Remembrance Sunday had been recognised in a respectful, safe and appropriate way.

3.2.3
There was also recognition of the impact that Gifford Community Woodland had made to the community and to the school during lockdown.

3.2.4
East Lothian Council was making a strong case for East Lothian being moved to level 2.

3.2.5
The Council budget would be decided at the end of February 2021 or early in March 2021.

3.2.6
The Council are introducing a number of initiatives including hardship grants for local businesses and a fund for people who are self-isolating. Information on these can be found by contacting the local Councillors.
3.2.7
The Countryside Ranger Service are reporting on ‘Wild Camping’ and the new regulations

3.2.8
Finally the Councillors stressed the importance of attending the CAPP meeting.
3.3
Community Woodland
3.3.1
The AGM of the Woodland was held on Zoom on Monday 2nd November. The meeting agreed the appointment of two new officers. Roo Philip to replace Adam White as Chair and Ian Watson to replace Kevin Hague as Finance Director. John Wrinn was elected as a Director. Adam and Kevin will remain on the Wood’s Management Committee. 
3.3.2
The Woodland Trust has donated 420 trees which will be planted by volunteers this Saturday the 14th November at 9am. 

4
External Reports
4.1
Roads, Lighting, Drains and Signs:

4.1.1
No issues with Roads this month. 

4.1.2
The street lighting on Duns Road is going to be actioned.

4.1.3
Gullies continue to be emptied on request.
4.1.4
No signage issues
4.2
Planning

4.2.1
There was no report from Eric Thomson but no planning applications had been seen in the East Lothian Courier.
5
Finance: 
5.1
Our finances are still in good shape and we have a reasonable balance to support our resilience initiatives. 
5.2
There are sufficient funds to cover all planned projects including the traffic calming. 

5.3
The Area Partnership has offered an opportunity to apply for a grant to assist the resilience efforts. Wendy will follow this up.

ACTION: WF
6
Resilience Update
6.1
We continue to provide the ‘Soup and a Smile’ service to those who are needing support or feel isolated. It continues to be welcomed. 28 people currently receive this service although sadly one has recently passed away.

6.2
The service also delivers fish and chips each month and this continues to be provided by the Tweeddale.

6.3
We are providing a Christmas gift bag from the Community Council with support from various donors including the Coop.

7
Items for Discussion
7.1
Village Website has been developed by Liz Stewart and she is aware of a variety of things that can be included. She will liaise with Wendy about the initiatives undertaken under ‘Resilience’ and encouraged all of us to contact her on giffordcommunity@gmail.com with ideas for what should be included. She stressed that ‘Stories’ such as the Pop-Up Police Station and Christmas initiatives would be perfect. 

7.2
Community Council Membership. Ishbel Benzie was elected as a new Community Councillor and we now need to advertise for new Councillors. Dave would put the relevant advert together for us.

ACTION: DG
7.3.1
Dave had identified that the goal posts had gone missing at the Bleachfield but they had been removed for safety reasons. New ones are about to be installed. Also, the ramp at the playpark end is going to be fixed by Christmas 
7.3.2
Concern has been expressed about the barbed wire surrounding the perimeter of the field. Andrew said he would contact Yester Estate to discuss who is responsible for the fencing and arrange a possible socially distanced working party to do the work.

 ACTION: AH
7.4
We are due to have our AGM and it has been arranged for the start of the December meeting. Dave has agreed to put the notice for the AGM on our noticeboard

ACTION: DG
7.5
Parking at the Hopes reservoir is an issue and has been raised with the Countryside Rangers. Adam agreed to approach Nick Morgan to find what has been arranged.

ACTION: AW
7.6
Mark reported that Marshall had not got back to him about the status of traffic calming on Duns Road. Councillor Akhtar said she would follow this up.

ACTION: SA 
7.7
A wreath was laid from the Community Council at the War Memorial early on the morning of Remembrance Sunday. A service was live streamed to the congregation, which was the best that could be achieved in the unusual circumstances.
7.8.1
The Christmas tree would arrive as usual and a group assembled to put the lights on it. 
7.8.2
From the 4th to the 11th December there would be cards depicting one of the 12 days of Christmas hidden in the windows of businesses in the village. 
7.8.3
From the 12th to the 20th December there would be a Christmas Garden trail similar to the Scarecrow trail. 
7.8.4
The Gifford Christmas Post would run from the 14th to the 19th December and the post box would be in the Lanterne Rouge.
7.9
Andrew had looked at the defibrillator and would report back to the next meeting with his recommendations.

ACTION: AH
 8
AOB
8.1
Wendy reported that a gardening plan for the area around the War Memorial had been agreed and this would be implemented in the spring.

Date of next meeting - 7:30pm on 14th December 2020 via Zoom.
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