
Minutes of the Gifford Community Council Meeting held
on 14th June 2021 via Zoom
Participating
Adam White (Chair)
Wendy Ferguson
Mark Hardy

Hugh Broad
Richard Austin
David Griffiths


Ishbel Benzie
In Attendance
Councillor Tom Trotter
Councillor John McMillan

Apologies
Councillor Shamin Akhtar
Councillor Craig Hoy 
Andrew Hamilton
Eleanor Hulme
PC Colin Boyd
Liz Stewart

1
Minutes of Previous Meeting

The meeting approved the minutes of the meeting of the 10th May (Approved by Mark Hardy and Richard Austin).
2
Matters Arising
2.1
Road Safety and Parking. A meeting has been arranged with the Roads Department to discuss the danger of the footpath on the bridge on the Edinburgh Road at 10am on Monday 21st June









ACTION: AW
2.2 
Additional Graveyard space. A follow up meeting is due to take place on Wednesday 16th June with East Lothian Council.






ACTION: WF
2.3
Traffic Calming.
2.3.1
Duns Road. Invoice is ready for payment. Wendy is to double check the VAT issues. Mark is to get quotes for the safety audit. 





ACTION: WF & MH
2.3.2
Edinburgh Road. Richard, Andrew and Mark met to discuss the traffic calming on Edinburgh Road.

2.3.3
Concern was expressed about speeding on the road to the school. It was suggested that those concerned should meet with PC Boyd at the Pop-Up Police Station in the Square this Saturday.

2.4
Wheelie Bins. Councillor Akhtar has spoken to one of the people who keep their bins on the pavement. They are looking at alternatives. 




ACTION: SA
2.5
Defibrillators. Discussion is ongoing with this with ELC.

ACTION: WF
2.6.
Beautiful Scotland. The judging for this will take place on the 2nd August. Adam will report back to the next meeting. 







ACTION: AW
2.7 
Beech Hedge and Tree at Witherspoon. Adam is still to meet with Andrew Hogarth.

ACTION: AW
2.8 
The wall on the corner of the Avenue and Main Street has been repaired. Dave mentioned further work that is needed to the wall around the churchyard and Councillor McMillan agreed to speak to the relevant person in the repair team. 



ACTION: JM
2.9
War Memorial. ELC have removed the gravel and the bed is ready to be planted with summer bedding. 
2.10 
Cherry Tree. Adam met with Mike Foy and the work will be done later this year.
2.11
Councillor Roles. What has now been agreed is first point of contact for ourselves is: Councillor Trotter (Antisocial Behaviour), Councillor Akhtar (Planning), Councillor McMillan (Roads) and Councillor Hoy (Amenity services, Landscape & Countryside)
2.12
Painting of Lamp Posts. Eleanor reported that all lamp posts in Gifford will be painted.
3
External Reports
3.1
Police: 
3.1.1
This report is based on incidents between 09/05/2021 and 11/06/2021.   During the period since the last police report there have been very few incidents of note in the Gifford area.  There may be more incidents but due to the nature of these or ongoing investigations I cannot give full details.

3.1.2
On 31/5/21 there was a disturbance within the Co-op, Gifford, whereby a male has assaulted persons and thereafter damaged vehicles outside. Enquires ongoing.

3.1.3
Regular patrols have been carried out by both police and community wardens in the local area. 

3.1.4
Complaints have been raised within the Walden Place/Terrace area about inconsiderate parking. Officers will be carrying out checks in these areas in the forthcoming weeks.

3.1.5
Officers have continued to carry out speed checks in the area, two fixed penalty tickets have been issued.

3.2
East Lothian Council:

3.2.1
Councillors McMillan reported on the following issues and encouraged anyone who would like further information about any of these initiatives to contact the Councillors direct. 
3.2.2
The end of year accounts have been discussed although it has been identified that there will be a difficult year ahead.
3.2.3
There have been a series of meetings around the local economy.

3.2.4
Councillor McMillan had attended the AGM of Yester School and he talked about the issues relating to the 1140 nursery hours per year.

3.2.5
Open Reach are going to meet with Councillor McMillan to discuss the progress on Super Fast broadband  


3.2.6 
Councillor McMillan also gave us an update on the Hutting Policy.

3.3
Community Woodland
3.3.1
We were successful in our recent grant applications which will lead to a new education programme for youths and adults. 
3.3.2
Volunteer days are well supported.
3.3.3
Wood sales continue to go well including Swedish Candles.
3.3.4
We are still encouraging individuals to ‘weed a tree’ on each visit.
4
Internal Reports
4.1
Roads and Footpaths.

4.1.1
Not much to report on roads, no major potholes reported. I drove along the road from Longyester farm, past Pishwanton wood and the Yester quarry entrance. I think some potholes have been repaired since a month ago but the road is fairly rough in places. At some point it needs an upgrade, a new surface laid.

4.1.2
There are road closure signs are in place on the B6355, Duns road between Townhead junction and Danskin crossroads. Road to be closed from 14th June for 2 weeks, surface work I presume.. TRO?

4.1.3
No work has been done to repair cattle on the same road. Reported the last meeting.

4.1.4
Nothing to report on pavements.

4.2
Street lighting
4.2.1
Street lighting not completed on Duns road, same situation as a month ago. Lamp not completed at the war memorial. Old street lights not removed.

4.3
Drainage
4.3.1
Same as the last meeting. Some gullies will need to be emptied sometime in the winter.   

4.4
Signs
4.4.1
Nothing to report on signs. There are junctions within the village that could do with new white lining but this is the same case in other towns and villages in the county.

4.5
Planning 
4.5.1.
Please see attached report for planning applications within and outwith GCC Area
4.6
Finance: 

4.6.1
We continue to have a healthy bank balance. 

4.7
Website

4.7.1
Nothing to report about the website this month. 

4.7.2
If anyone has anything they would like to add to the website please contact Liz direct.
4.8
Covid Vaccination Update 

4.8.1.
Up to 12 June 2021: Lothian total number of people (50+ years) who have received dose 2: 279,869

4.8.2
Total % of population (50+ years) who have received dose 2: 87.9%

4.9
Yester Estate 

4.9.1
Garreth Wood from Yester Estate did not attend the meeting but had nothing to report. 
5
Resilience Update
5.1
We continue to keep an eye on an informal basis on those who may require support.
6
Items for Discussion
6.1.
Railings at the steps to Yester School are in need of attention. Councillor Akhtar said that she would take a look at them and follow it up with the relevant department.
ACTION: SA
6.2.1
We received a correspondence about the amount of litter being left in the Park and that sometimes this is being dropped by local children. It was suggested that the school may like to use this issue at an assembly. Adam will speak to the new chair of the School Board. 

ACTION AW
6.2.2
Councillor McMillan also offered the services of the Rotary to do a litter pick in the Bleachfield as part of their charitable work.  





ACTION JM

6.3
Richard Phillips, a resident of the High Street spoke of his concern at the increase of traffic and the difficulty for locals to park their cars. Councillor McMillan asked Richard to send an email with the details and he would follow it up.




ACTION JM 

6.4 
The dangers of overhanging trees in Station Road were discussed. Councillor McMillan said he would follow up on these issues if they were reported to him. 


ACTION JM
6.5
The subject of antisocial behaviour was discussed and Councillor Trotter again stressed the importance of reporting these incidents to himself to ensure action was taken. 

Date of next meeting - 7:30pm on 9th August 2021 via Zoom.

APPLICATIONS WITHIN GCC AREA
	
	Date Validated


	GCC first discussed
	Comments
	Status

	21/00358/CAC | Demolition of walls | Yester Primary School Walden Terrace Gifford Haddington East Lothian EH41 4QP
	26/04/21
	May 2021
	Associated with 21/00357/PCL, below.
	Awaiting decision

	21/00357/PCL | Erection of fencing and piers | Yester Primary School Walden Terrace Gifford Haddington East Lothian EH41 4QP
	23/04/21
	May 2021
	Replacement of boundary wall with fencing.
	Awaiting decision

	21/00509/P | Replacement door (Retrospective) | Greenbank High Street Gifford East Lothian EH41 4QU
	22/04/21
	May 2021
	Retrospective application for replacement of front door.
	Awaiting decision

	21/00314/P | Alterations, extension to house | St Margarets High Street Gifford Haddington EH41 4QU

	07/04/21
	May 2021
	Changes to doors and windows to extension approved under 20/00429/P in July 2020 and 20/00959/P in September 2020.
	Awaiting decision

	21/00403/P | Change of use of open ground to domestic ground and erection of summer house | The Heddle The Square Gifford Haddington EH41 4QJ
	07/04/21
	Apr 2021
	Single room summer house with no services. Timber clad walls, slate roof, double glazing.
	Awaiting decision

	21/00204/P | Erection of garage as changes to the scheme of development the subject of planning permission 19/00517/P | Land East Of The Heddle The Square Gifford East Lothian
	31/03/21
	Apr 2021
	Garage added to approved scheme of development. 
	Awaiting decision

	21/00359/P | Repainting of house (Retrospective) | Stonewell Main Street Gifford Haddington East Lothian EH41 4QH
	29/03/21
	Apr 2021
	Retrospective application for painting of facade and erection of TV aerial.
	Awaiting decision

	21/00275/P | Erection of shed | 23 Walden Terrace Gifford Haddington EH41 4QP
	05/03/21
	Mar 2021
	Proposed shed is 9m x 6m x 2.5m high.

Approval restricts use to residential – no business to be operated from the shed.
	Approved


APPLICATIONS OUTWITH GCC AREA

	
	Date Validated


	GCC first discussed
	Comments
	Status

	20/01247/P | Erection of hut and treehouse (Retrospective) | Bolton Muir Wood Gifford East Lothian EH41 4JH

	22/01/21
	Feb 2021
	This is the latest of a number of applications for the erection of huts and other structures in parcels of woodland sold by woodlands.co.uk at Bolton Muir Wood.

A Local Review Body meeting was held on 15/04/21 to discuss application 20/00998/P for erection of a hut, sheds, composting toilet and associated works on the parcel know as Nolt Wood.  This followed a similar LRB meeting on 10/03/21 to discuss application 20/00824/P for structures on Wynd Wood.

At the LRB meeting of 15/04/21 it was agreed that the applicant should be asked to submit a Woodland Management Plan and Site Management Plan covering all 18 parcels of woodland at Bolton Muir Wood.  These documents should address control of tree felling and replanting, number of huts permitted on each parcel, vehicular access including parking arrangements (whether at each individual plot or at the main entrances to the woodlands), right of access by the public and safety concerns around woodburning stoves and open fires.

A time period of 3 months was agreed for submission of this information.  It is hoped that these documents, agreed by all the owners of the Bolton Muir Woodlands, would allow proper control of the development of the area and facilitate assessment of future planning applications.  
	Awaiting decision

	20/01224/P | Alterations, extensions to agricultural buildings, erection of buildings to form shop (class 1), visitors/conference centre (class 10), auditorium (class 11), cafe (class 3), bar (sui generis), letting bedrooms (class 7), offices/meeting rooms, 6 self contained holiday lets and associated works | Papple Steading Papple Whittingehame East Lothian EH41 4QD

	15/12/20
	Feb 2021
	Attended the planning committee meeting on 30/03/21 and reiterated GCC’s concerns regarding increased traffic through our village.  The committee’s majority decision was to accept the planning officer’s recommendation to approve the application, with a total of 24 conditions.  These include improvements to the C130 road from East Linton and provision of signage.  It is understood that this route from the north will be promoted as the primary access to Papple. 
	Still showing as awaiting decision on the planning portal.


OTHER PLANNING MATTERS

None 

1

