Gifford Community Council
Minutes of Meeting

Date: Monday, 9th March 2026
Time: 19:30

Location: Gifford Bowling Club
Chair: Adam White

1. Welcome and Apologies

e Attendance: Adam White Richard Austin, Anne Stunzner, Wendy Ferguson, Alan
Fortune, Paul Smith

Provost Councillor John McMillan, Councillor Tom Trotter, Councillor George McGuire,
Councillor Shamin Akhtar, several residents.

e Apologies: Nev Kilkenny, Eleanor Hulme.

e Resignations: Eleanor has resigned due to family matters. The Chair has formally
thanked her for her contributions to the council.

2. Council Vacancies and Co-option
e Current Status: There is one voting vacancy available (official co-option limitis nine).
e Candidate Discussions:

o Yester Estate: Adam White suggested that given their involvement in local
projects, a representative (potentially Josh Farrell) should be invited to join the
council.

o Douglas (Marvingston): Has expressed serious interest in joining.
e Action: Adam White to discuss potential membership with Yester Estate on Wednesday.
3. Approval of Previous Minutes
e Approval: The minutes from the previous meeting were approved and seconded.

e Public Display: Griff will post the minutes on the physical board. Liz will be asked to
upload the approved minutes to the village website and social media.

4. Project Updates
4.1 Newland Hill (Wind Farm)

¢ Inquiry Progress: A pre-examination meeting was held last Friday. The Inquiry Reporter
identified landscape/visual impact and transport routes as the core issues.

e Oral Hearing: Scheduled for the week commencing 12th October 2026. This will be an
in-person meeting.

¢ Documentation: Richard will circulate the written statement from the reporter and the
meeting recording once available online.

4.2 Cemetery/Cremation Extension



e Status: Desktop exercises for both the church site and Hugh Broad's land are complete.

e Next Steps: Ed Hendrickson is coordinating a test dig to check water table levels.
Landowners will be notified as soon as a date is set.

4.3 Memorial Plaque

e Status: Groundwork is pending. The council is awaiting an update from Josh Farrell on
the site’s readiness.

4.4 Premier Store

¢ Community Update: Due to high public interest and questions regarding the timeline,
the council agreed a progress report is necessary.

e Action: Asummary of the current status will be posted to the Gifford Families social
media page to ensure transparency.

4.5 Paid Parking

e The Chair noted that the Gifford Community Council had been approached by a
neighbouring Council to support a vote of no confidence in East Lothian Council
regarding the paid parking debate. The Gifford Council felt that they did not represent
the views of the 700 residents of the village and as such would not be supporting the
motion.

e The Chair thanked the Councillors attending the meeting and noted that they had a good
working relationship with the Gifford Community Council.

e The Council were asked to provide a succinct document that could be posted on Gifford
families to explain the Councils current position.

5. General Business

The Provost discussed a number of upcoming funding opportunities for the district and
encouraged the Council to look at applying for the funds.

There was encouragement that the Tweedale arms now had new owners who are supportive of
local community events.

It was noted that the Gifford Cycle race would be held on March 28™.
6. Next Meeting

April 13th

Action Items

Action Item Assigned To Status



Consult Yester Estate regarding council vacancy

Deliver minutes to Griff and Liz for publication

Monitor Newland Hill portal for written statements

Council to provide paid parking update

Draft social media update for Premier Store

Adam White

Secretary

Richard

EL Council

Adam / Anne / Shamin

Pending

Pending

Ongoing

Priority

High Priority







